Geospatial technologies

WHAT IS GIS?

Digital activity for beginners

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) allow us
to model the world in a computer environment.
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With GIS we can perform complex analyses and \
. solve various problems. CyeiosM a8
We model the world in GIS through layers. Eaive

Similar to cakes where we have different layers, in

a software environment, we model the world by
grouping similar objects into layers. For |
example, in one layer we can have the street
network of a city, in the other layer the rivers, in
third the buildings, and so on.
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Layers in GIS are similar objects grouped together, like
the layers of a cake.
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Map activity
OpenStreetMap and its data is used by thousands « Open http://openstreetmap.org and explore
of organizations, including the Red Cross, Doctors the map. Zoom into your city and see what
Without Borders, and several UN agencies. Thanks the map looks like in this area.
to the data entered by volunteers, there were many ~ * Explore the different layers of the map. You
rescue operations worldwide where human lives can change them in the panel on the right
were saved. That was possible simply because the side of your screen.
teams knew exactly where to go, thanks to  * What is the difference between a web map
OpenStreetMap geodata and layers. made with GIS and a paper map?
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If you think you haven't used GIS before, think again.
For example, do you use a mobile app to check where the nearest shop ”“““““-“““m_"
is located? Or have you ever investigated how your neighborhood looks o
like on satellite images by using a virtual globe? ! e

Well, all these apps and software are based on GIS. Many people have Map Notes
already used GIS in their everyday life but didn't realize it. | Public GPS Taces
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What technologies does this map use?
It is a web map, driven by Geographic Information
System (GIS). It provides its users world map with
geographic data for many types of objects.
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